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"King Lear in the Caribbean--except in this novel, the flattery and deceit of Glynis (Goneril) and Rebecca
(Regan) lose out to the principled, honest love of their younger sister, Corinne (Cordelia)."
--O, the Oprah Magazine, 10 Titles to Pick Up Now

Named a Must-Read Book by the New York Post

"An epic tale of family betrayal and manipulation couched in superbly engaging prose and peopled
with deftly drawn characters. In a story structure as rhythmic as the ebb and flow of the water
surrounding Trinidad and Barbados, this revisiting of the classic story of King Lear becomes a subtle,
organic exploration of politics, class, race, and privilege. A dazzling, epic triumph."
--Kirkus Reviews, Starred review

"[Narrator] Émile remarks on parallels to King Lear repeatedly, but there is much more to unpack
here. The issue of racism is woven throughout, as are regional problems such as access to Barbados's
beaches and poverty in Jamaica's Tivoli Gardens. This is also a celebration of the arts, culture, and
natural beauty of the islands. Shakespeare's work is a tragedy, but for Émile 'the future shimmers
before [him] full of wondrous possibilities.' Nunez treats her source material with a deft touch, making
this story impressive in its own right."
--Publishers Weekly

"Nunez's textured and engaging novel explores familial discord, along with questions of kinship and
self-identity....With a nod to King Lear, Nunez crafts an introspective tale as her vividly drawn
characters navigate complications of heritage, race, and loyalty."
--Booklist

"Even if you're not familiar with King Lear, William Shakespeare's great tragedy, you will still enjoy
Even in Paradise by Elizabeth Nunez...The author's drama heads to a new place: the Caribbean. We
meet Peter Ducksworth, a widower of English ancestry, who retires to beatific
Barbados...Ducksworth’s plan to divide his land evenly among his three daughters goes horribly awry
when he cuts off his youngest. Having been deceived by the older two, he sees his dreams of a heaven
on earth turn hellish. Nunez inspires with this one."
--Essence Magazine

"Nunez has written a Caribbean reimagining of King Lear that adds colonialism and racism to the
story of three sisters, the men they love and their battle over the deed to their father's beloved
property. Themes of greed, jealousy and resentment play out after their father confuses flattery with
love and disowns his favorite daughter."
--Ms. Magazine

"King Lear in the Caribbean. Nunez's latest novel follows widower and Barbados retiree Peter
Ducksworth, who tests the love and loyalty of his three daughters. Like Lear, things fall apart for
Ducksworth when he fails to realize that his youngest daughter truly loves him while the older two are
simply using flattery to obtain their inheritance. It all takes place on sumptuous white Caribbean



beaches and lush gardens."
--New York Post

Peter Ducksworth, a Trinidadian widower of English ancestry, retires to Barbados, believing he will
find an earthly paradise there. He decides to divide his land among his three daughters while he is
alive, his intention not unlike that of King Lear, who hoped "That future strife/May be prevented
now." But Lear made the fatal mistake of confusing flattery with love, and so does Ducksworth.
Feeling snubbed by his youngest daughter, Ducksworth decides that only after he dies will she receive
her portion of the land. In the meantime, he gives his two older daughters their portions, ironically
setting in motion the very strife he hoped to prevent.

Beautifully written in elegant prose, this is a novel about greed, resentment, jealousy, betrayal, and
romantic love in the postcolonial world of the Caribbean, giving us a diverse cast of characters of
African, Indian, Chinese, Syrian/Lebanese, and English ancestry.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Even in Paradise. Try to stumble through book Even in
Paradise as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Tracy Rojas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Even in
Paradise is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kyle Cook:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Even in Paradise, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Nancy Thornton:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Even in Paradise can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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