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The journal Put', or The Way, was one of the major vehicles for philosophical and religious discussion
among Russian émigrés in Paris from 1925 until the beginning of World War II. This Russian language
journal, edited by Nicholas Berdyaev among others, has been called one of the most erudite in all Russian
intellectual history; however, it remained little known in France and the USSR until the early 1990s. This is
the first sustained study of the Russian émigré theologians and other intellectuals in Paris who were
associated with The Way and of their writings, as published in The Way. Although there have been studies of
individual members of that group, this book places the entire generation in a broad historical and intellectual
context. Antoine Arjakovsky provides assessments of leading religious figures such as Berdyaev, Bulgakov,
Florovsky, Nicholas and Vladimir Lossky, Mother Maria Skobtsova, and Afanasiev, and compares and
contrasts their philosophical agreements and conflicts in the pages of The Way. He examines their intense
commitment to freedom, their often contentious struggles to bring the Christian tradition as experienced in
the Eastern Church into conversation with Christians of the West, and their distinctive contributions to
Western theology and ecumenism from the perspective of their Russian Orthodox experience. He also traces
the influence of these extraordinary intellectuals in present-day Russia, Western Europe, and the United
States.

Throughout this comprehensive study, Arjakovsky presents a wealth of arguments, from debates over
"Russian exceptionalism" to the possibilities of a Christian and Orthodox version of socialist politics, the
degree to which the church could allow its agenda to be shaped by both local and global political realities,
and controversies about the distinctively Russian theology of Divine Wisdom, Sophia. Arjakovsky also maps
out the relationships these émigré thinkers established with significant Western theologians such as Jacques
Maritain, Yves-Marie Congar, Henri de Lubac, and Jean Daniélou, who provided the intellectual
underpinnings of Vatican II.

"The Way is an important work, brilliantly researched, and the product of a true scholar who talks to us
theologically as he progresses. Antoine Arjakovsky's main focus of interest is on ecumenical theology, and
he argues convincingly that Orthodox thought as manifested in these leading-edge thinkers still has a major
role to play in opening an authentically Orthodox but inclusive ecclesiological line of approach to
contemporary Christianity." —John A. McGuckin, Union Theological Seminary

"The journal The Way was the heartbeat of the Russian religious intelligentsia from 1925 until the end of
World War II, and no more creative band of religious thinkers existed anywhere in the world at the time than
this small group of Russians coordinated by the indefatigable Berdyaev. This book is an extraordinarily rich
study that deserves to be widely known. Its subject is of the first order of importance for modern intellectual
history." —Paul Valliere, Butler University

"The Way is the first comprehensive study of one of the most important movements in modern Russian
intellectual history. Arjakovsky provides a lucid account of a vibrant theological circle of Russian emigres in
Paris who were in dialogue with their Western Christian counterparts. They sought to develop Christian
thinking that remained rooted in tradition but could speak to modern problems, exploring its implications for



philosophical, political, and cultural issues that still have much to say to contemporary Christian thought. We
are deeply indebted to Arjakovsy for this masterful presentation." —Scott Kenworthy, Miami University

"Antoine Arjakovsky has provided English readers with the first in-depth study of an unparalleled creative
moment in the history of modern Russian religious and Orthodox thought, the lasting impact of which has
yet to be fully appreciated. Both a historical excursion and a critical intellectual enterprise in its own right,
Arjakovsky’s study offers a detailed guide to the diversity of thought and philosophical debates among a
stellar group of Russian émigré intellectuals. Those interested in the history of modern Orthodox Christian
thought, Russian religious philosophy, and church politics among the first wave of Russia’s Orthodox
emigration will find a trove of information in this volume." —Vera Shevzov, Smith College
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From reader reviews:

Peter Wright:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Way: Religious Thinkers of the Russian
Emigration in Paris and Their Journal, 1925-1940 as the daily resource information.

Michelle Bachman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Way: Religious Thinkers of the Russian Emigration in
Paris and Their Journal, 1925-1940 can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Edward Florez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Way: Religious Thinkers of the Russian
Emigration in Paris and Their Journal, 1925-1940 publication written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still skepticism The Way: Religious Thinkers of the Russian Emigration in Paris and Their Journal, 1925-
1940 as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break
don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Shelly Sampson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
The Way: Religious Thinkers of the Russian Emigration in Paris and Their Journal, 1925-1940 this reserve
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The



particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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