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What did the past sound like, taste like, smell like? How did it look and feel? How did people make sense of
the world through their senses? These are questions which are increasingly capturing the interest of
historians. A Cultural History of the Senses delves into the sensory foundations of Western civilization,
taking a comprehensive period-by-period approach, which provides a broad understanding of the life of the
senses from antiquity to the modern day. The volumes treat such topics as the sensory markers of gender and
class, the aesthetic dimensions of material culture, religious sensibilities, the medical uses of the senses and
their representation in art and literature. These investigations bring out the sensations and values which
defined experience in a particular era and shaped the world view of the time. With contributions from such
prominent scholars as Peter Burke, Alain Corbin, Anthony Wallace-Hadrill and Chris Woolgar, A Cultural
History of the Senses sets the stage for a vital new way of understanding the past.
A Cultural History of the Senses presents an authoritative survey from ancient times to the present. This set
of six volumes explores the cultural life of the senses in the West over a span of 2500 years:
1. A Cultural History of the Senses in Antiquity, 500 BCE-500 CE
2. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Middle Ages, 500-1450
3. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Renaissance, 1450-1650
4. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Age of Enlightenment, 1650-1800
5. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Age of Empire, 1800-1920
6. A Cultural History of the Senses in the Modern Age, 1920-2000
Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: The Social Life of the Senses; Urban Sensations; The
Senses in the Marketplace; The Senses in Religion; The Senses in Philosophy and Science; Medicine and the
Senses; The Senses in Literature; Art and the Senses; and Sensory Media. This structure means that readers
can either have a broad overview of a period or follow a theme through history by reading the relevant
chapter in each volume.
Superbly illustrated, the full six volume set combines to present the most authoritative and comprehensive
survey available on the senses in history.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural Histories
Series). Try to stumble through book A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural Histories Series) as your
good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Alejandra Dunlap:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural
Histories Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Karena Figueroa:

Beside this A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural Histories Series) in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural Histories Series) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right
now!

Irene Howe:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is named of book A Cultural History of the Senses (The Cultural Histories Series). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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