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Miles Davis, supremely cool behind his shades. Billie Holiday, eyes closed and head tilted back in full cry.
John Coltrane, one hand behind his neck and a finger held pensively to his lips. These iconic images have
captivated jazz fans nearly as much as the music has. Jazz photographs are visual landmarks in American
history, acting as both a reflection and a vital part of African American culture in a time of immense
upheaval, conflict, and celebration. Charting the development of jazz photography from the swing era of the
1930s to the rise of black nationalism in the ’60s, Blue Notes in Black and White is the first of its kind: a
fascinating account of the partnership between two of the twentieth century’s most innovative art forms.
 
Benjamin Cawthra introduces us to the great jazz photographers—including Gjon Mili, William Gottlieb,
Herman Leonard, Francis Wolff, Roy DeCarava, and William Claxton—and their struggles, hustles, styles,
and creative visions. We also meet their legendary subjects, such as Duke Ellington, sweating through a late-
night jam session for the troops during World War II, and Dizzy Gillespie, stylish in beret, glasses, and
goatee. Cawthra shows us the connections between the photographers, art directors, editors, and record
producers who crafted a look for jazz that would sell magazines and albums. And on the other side of the
lens, he explores how the musicians shaped their public images to further their own financial and political
goals.
 
This mixture of art, commerce, and racial politics resulted in a rich visual legacy that is vividly on display in
Blue Notes in Black and White. Beyond illuminating the aesthetic power of these images, Cawthra ultimately
shows how jazz and its imagery served a crucial function in the struggle for civil rights, making African
Americans proudly, powerfully visible.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Blue Notes in
Black and White: Photography and Jazz? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Parker:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and
Jazz will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Debra Palacios:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz.

Jane Rippeon:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz can
give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Blue Notes in Black and
White: Photography and Jazz.
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