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This book argues that ignorance of law should usually be a complete excuse from criminal liability. It
defends this conclusion by invoking two presumptions: first, the content of criminal law should conform to
morality; second, mistakes of fact and mistakes of law should be treated symmetrically. The author grounds
his position in an underlying theory of moral and criminal responsibility according to which
blameworthiness consists in a defective response to the moral reasons one has. Since persons cannot be
faulted for failing to respond to reasons for criminal liability they do not believe they have, then ignorance
should almost always excuse. But persons are somewhat responsible for their wrongs when their mistakes of
law are reckless, that is, when they consciously disregard a substantial and unjustifiable risk that their
conduct might be wrong. This book illustrates this with examples and critiques the arguments to the contrary
offered by criminal theorists and moral philosophers. It assesses the real-world implications for the U.S.
system of criminal justice. The author describes connections between the problem of ignorance of law and
other topics in moral and legal theory.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies).

Curtis Phillips:

The event that you get from Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies) is a more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal
Philosopies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Ignorance of
Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies) instantly.

Tiffany Reyes:

Beside this particular Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies) in your phone,
it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
Find this book and read it from at this point!

William Bell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Ignorance of Law: A Philosophical Inquiry (Oxford Legal Philosopies) when you desired it?
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