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Longlisted for the 2014 National Book Award

The astonishing story of a unique missionary project—and the America it embodied—from award-winning
historian John Demos.

Near the start of the nineteenth century, as the newly established United States looked outward toward the
wider world, a group of eminent Protestant ministers formed a grand scheme for gathering the rest of
mankind into the redemptive fold of Christianity and “civilization.” Its core element was a special school for
“heathen youth” drawn from all parts of the earth, including the Pacific Islands, China, India, and,
increasingly, the native nations of North America. If all went well, graduates would return to join similar
projects in their respective homelands. For some years, the school prospered, indeed became quite famous. 
However, when two Cherokee students courted and married local women, public resolve—and
fundamental ideals—were put to a severe test. 

The Heathen School follows the progress, and the demise, of this first true melting pot through the lives of
individual students: among them, Henry Obookiah, a young Hawaiian who ran away from home and worked
as a seaman in the China Trade before ending up in New England; John Ridge, son of a powerful Cherokee
chief and subsequently a leader in the process of Indian “removal”; and Elias Boudinot, editor of the first
newspaper published by and for Native Americans. From its birth as a beacon of hope
for universal “salvation,” the heathen school descends into bitter controversy, as American racial attitudes
harden and intensify. Instead of encouraging reconciliation, the school exposes the limits of tolerance and
sets off a chain of events that will culminate tragically in the Trail of Tears. 

In The Heathen School, John Demos marshals his deep empathy and feel for the textures of history to tell a
moving story of families and communities—and to probe the very roots of American identity.  
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Heathen
School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Gary Stark:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Heathen
School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Heathen School: A Story of Hope
and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republicis the main one of several books which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Clifford Harvey:

The particular book The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic
will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Heathen School: A
Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Thomas Schwan:

This The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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