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"If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?"?Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln is revered in the USA and throughout the world as a political hero and virtual martyr. He is
known as the saviour of the Union, victor in the American Civil War and the Great Emancipator of slaves.
But is this glowing reputation deserved? In this engaging and sometimes provocative new book, Alan Sked
overturns the consensus on an American hero, and provides an original angle on the political career of an
otherwise impenetrable figure.

The cult of Abraham Lincoln is based on two propositions: firstly, that he was forced into Civil War in 1861
by Southern determination to secede but managed to save the Union; secondly, that he used the war to
implement his long-held desire to free America's slaves. Sked here contests these assumptions with fresh
new research, shedding light on the truth behind the causes of the Civil War and Lincoln's problematic
relationship with African-Americans. Was the Civil War inevitable? Did Lincoln's dogged insistence on the
illegality of secession needlessly cost 650,000 lives that could have been spared? Did Lincoln receive a
democratic mandate in 1860 with only 39% of the overall vote? What was his attitude toward Native
Americans? What really were his views on the liberation of African-American slaves? Sked scrutinises the
legitimacy of Lincoln's eminent status, and offers a rare glimpse into the life and politics of a flawed hero.
An informed and unique view, this engagingly written book will fascinate general readers and prove
essential for students and specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Abraham Lincoln: The Critical
History of an American Icon will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Regina Noble:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Abraham Lincoln: The
Critical History of an American Icon is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Elmer Pereira:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is referred to as of book Abraham Lincoln: The Critical History of an American Icon.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one place to other place.

Damian Woodward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually
Abraham Lincoln: The Critical History of an American Icon.
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