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In 1963, as Betty Friedan's Feminine Mystique appeared and civil rights activists marched on Washington, a
separate but related social movement emerged among American Catholics, says Mary Henold. Thousands of
Catholic feminists--both lay women and women religious--marched, strategized, theologized, and prayed
together, building sisterhood and confronting sexism in the Roman Catholic Church. In the first history of
American Catholic feminism, Henold explores the movement from the 1960s through the early 1980s,
showing that although Catholic feminists had much in common with their sisters in the larger American
feminist movement, Catholic feminism was distinct and had not been simply imported from outside.

Catholic feminism grew from within the church, rooted in women's own experiences of Catholicism and
religious practice, Henold argues. She identifies the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), an inspiring but
overtly sexist event that enraged and exhilarated Catholic women in equal measure, as a catalyst of the
movement within the church. Catholic feminists regularly explained their feminism in terms of their
commitment to a gospel mandate for social justice, liberation, and radical equality. They considered
feminism to be a Christian principle.

Yet as Catholic feminists confronted sexism in the church and the world, Henold explains, they struggled to
integrate the two parts of their self-definition. Both Catholic culture and feminist culture indicated that such a
conjunction was unlikely, if not impossible. Henold demonstrates that efforts to reconcile faith and feminism
reveal both the complex nature of feminist consciousness and the creative potential of religious feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Lee:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Catholic and Feminist: The
Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement book as beginning and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Paul Ring:

The particular book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist
Movement has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Crystal Babin:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising
History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Vanessa Kistler:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of
the American Catholic Feminist Movement to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the
American Catholic Feminist Movement can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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