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One of the most significant differences between the New World's major areas of high culture is that
Mesoamerica had no beasts of burden and wool, while the Andes had both. Four members of the camelid
family--wild guanacos and vicuñas, and domestic llamas and alpacas--were native to the Andes. South
American peoples relied on these animals for meat and wool, and as beasts of burden to transport goods all
over the Andes. In this book, Duccio Bonavia tackles major questions about these camelids, from their
domestication to their distribution at the time of the Spanish conquest. One of Bonavia's hypotheses is that
the arrival of the Europeans and their introduced Old World animals forced the Andean camelids away from
the Pacific coast, creating the (mistaken) impression that camelids were exclusively high-altitude animals.
Bonavia also addresses the diseases of camelids and their population density, suggesting that the original
camelid populations suffered from a different type of mange than that introduced by the Europeans. This new
mange, he believes, was one of the causes behind the great morbidity of camelids in Colonial times. In terms
of domestication, while Bonavia believes that the major centers must have been the puna zone intermediate
zones, he adds that the process should not be seen as restricted to a single environmental zone. Bonavia's
landmark study of the South American camelids is now available for the first time in English. This new
edition features an updated analysis and comprehensive bibliography. In the Spanish edition of this book,
Bonavia lamented the fact that the zooarchaeological data from R. S. MacNeish's Ayacucho Project had yet
to be published. In response, the Ayacucho's Project's faunal analysts, Elizabeth S. Wing and Kent V.
Flannery, have added appendices on the Ayacucho results to this English edition. This book will be of broad
interest to archaeologists, zoologists, social anthropologists, ethnohistorians, and a wide range of students.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Sands:

The book The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The
South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Dale Randolph:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The South American Camelids
(Cotsen Monograph) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Sophie Clark:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The South American Camelids (Cotsen
Monograph) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Cheryl Crockett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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