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According to conventional wisdom in American legal culture, the 1870s to 1920s was the age of legal
formalism, when judges believed that the law was autonomous and logically ordered, and that they
mechanically deduced right answers in cases. In the 1920s and 1930s, the story continues, the legal realists
discredited this view by demonstrating that the law is marked by gaps and contradictions, arguing that judges
construct legal justifications to support desired outcomes. This often-repeated historical account is virtually
taken for granted today, and continues to shape understandings about judging. In this groundbreaking book,
esteemed legal theorist Brian Tamanaha thoroughly debunks the formalist-realist divide.

Drawing from extensive research into the writings of judges and scholars, Tamanaha shows how, over the
past century and a half, jurists have regularly expressed a balanced view of judging that acknowledges the
limitations of law and of judges, yet recognizes that judges can and do render rule-bound decisions. He
reveals how the story about the formalist age was an invention of politically motivated critics of the courts,
and how it has led to significant misunderstandings about legal realism.

Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide traces how this false tale has distorted studies of judging by political
scientists and debates among legal theorists. Recovering a balanced realism about judging, this book
fundamentally rewrites legal history and offers a fresh perspective for theorists, judges, and practitioners of
law.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

The book Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role
of Politics in Judging. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dee Alaniz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide:
The Role of Politics in Judging can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Beyond the
Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging.

Teresa Riggs:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of
Politics in Judging or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Gloria White:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of
Politics in Judging to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book
and study it. Beside that the book Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging can



to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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