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Although popularly conceived as a relatively recent phenomenon, patterns of immigrant smuggling and
undocumented entry across American land borders first emerged in the late nineteenth century. Ingenious
smugglers and immigrants, long and remote boundary lines, and strong push-and-pull factors created porous
borders then, much as they do now.

Historian Patrick Ettinger offers the first comprehensive historical study of evolving border enforcement
efforts on American land borders at the turn of the twentieth century. He traces the origins of widespread
immigrant smuggling and illicit entry on the northern and southern United States borders at a time when
English, Irish, Chinese, Italian, Russian, Lebanese, Japanese, Greek, and, later, Mexican migrants created
various "backdoors" into the United States. No other work looks so closely at the sweeping, if often
ineffectual, innovations in federal border enforcement practices designed to stem these flows.

From upstate Maine to Puget Sound, from San Diego to the Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, federal
officials struggled to adapt national immigration policies to challenging local conditions, all the while
battling wits with resourceful smugglers and determined immigrants. In effect, the period saw the
simultaneous "drawing" and "erasing" of the official border, and its gradual articulation and elaboration in
the midst of consistently successful efforts to undermine it.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of
Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a new book Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins
of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Terri Brown:

Here thing why this specific Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented
Immigration, 1882-1930 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but
it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Imaginary
Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 in
e-book can be your substitute.

Olive Griffin:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Imaginary Lines: Border
Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 giving you a different experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?



Kimberly Dyer:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 when
you desired it?
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