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Spiritual elders (startsy) are a quintessential part of Russian Orthodox spirituality, yet scholars have given
relatively little focus to them. Elders whose authority came not from their position within institutional church
but from their reputation for personal holiness were mediating agents between official and popular
Orthodoxy. Acting as teachers, spiritual directors, counselors, and prophets, elders represented a particular
form of ministry within the Church. The informal source of elders’ authority meant that their position was
often in conflict with the bureaucratized Synod.

In her highly readable book, Paert looks at both Imperial and Soviet Russia and examines the social and
cultural contexts in which startsy operated, demonstrating how eldership was appropriated by both elites and
lower classes. A significant contribution to the debate about the role of the Russian Orthodox Church in
modernizing Russian society, Paert’s study shows that elders represented both the weaknesses and the
strengths of Russian Orthodoxy’s response to the challenges of modernity. Spiritual Elders promises to
stimulate further discussion on the problems of spiritual authority, popular belief, the impact of a religious
identity on a national one, and the interactions between church and society in the modern world. Historians
of Russia and scholars of Eastern Orthodoxy, as well as general readers of religious history, will find this
book of great interest.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in
Russian Orthodoxy book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lori Morgan:

This book untitled Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Angel Gardner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Spiritual Elders:
Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Spiritual Elders:
Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy become your own starter.

Kurt Chapman:

The book untitled Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.
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