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Analyzing the development of a Swedish American identity

The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860–1917 analyzes
how Swedish American identity was constructed, maintained, and changed in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The Augustana Synod, the largest religious-based organization created by Swedish
immigrants in the United States, played an important role in establishing what it meant to be Swedish
American.

In this study, author Dag Blanck poses three fundamental questions: How did an ethnic identity develop in
the Augustana Synod? What was that identity? Why was an ethnic identity formed? Based on primary
sources formerly unknown or neglected, The Creation of an Ethnic Identity examines the Lutheran
Augustana Synod, Augustana College, and the Augustana Book Concern to provide insights into how ethnic
identity is constructed within a major religious body, a central educational institution, and a major publishing
house.

Starting from the concept of ethnicity as something created or invented, Blanck goes on to explore how it
was possible for a white European immigrant group like the Swedes to use its ethnicity as a tool of
integration into American society. The nature of their ethnicity, says Blanck, was both determined by their
cultural origins and also the values and nature of American society as they perceived it. Becoming Swedish
American was also a way of becoming American.

The volume, which is augmented by illustrations, integrates the most critical scholarship on immigration and
ethnicity over the past half century and provides a strong argument about how ethnicity is shaped over time
within an immigrant group.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Walker:

The book The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the great thing like a book The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the
Augustana Synod, 1860-1917? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-
1917 has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jean Mora:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917.

Cassandra Giron:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the
Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book which you wanted.

Cheri Tow:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on



this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana
Synod, 1860-1917 can make you experience more interested to read.
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