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Among books about flowers and gardening, The Passionate Gardener is a rare and exemplary hybrid. Part
essay, part handbook, part treatise, part quest, it is presented with the practiced eye of a naturalist, the
disciplined understanding of a philosopher, and the inspiration of a poet. Rudolf Borchardt was, in fact, all of
these, and a novelist, dramatist, and renowned translator as well. In the first six chapters he rediscovers the
centrality of the garden as image, symbol, concept and metaphor in the development of human
consciousness. And through a careful consideration of the flower, he describes the historical, literary,
botanical, psychological, sociological and environmental perspectives of the eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century reinvention of landscape gardening. Borchardt's intention is nothing less than to articulate the
complex continuities and discontinuities through which Nature and the human being relate to one another.
He perceives the flower, the human being, and the garden in which they meet to be works in progress, each
an expression of the inherent possibilities of the others. The Passionate Gardener is also the story of the
intrepid explorers who searched the world for new, unknown flowers; of the botanists who studied them; of
the horticulturists who then refined their forms and colors; and finally of the collaboration and fusion of
Roman, Persian, Oriental, Italian, French, Austrian, English, African, and American garden traditions in the
service of a common, humanistic ideal. In addition, Borchardt shares his first-hand practical experience of
scores of “new, lost, rare, misunderstood and singular” plants, and offers valuable guidance about soils and
planting: his book is a marvelously erudite work of literature, while equally, and quite self-consciously,
down to earth.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Passionate Gardener book is readable simply by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The
Passionate Gardener content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
The Passionate Gardener is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christopher Arredondo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Passionate
Gardener is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Shalon Fisk:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled The Passionate Gardener can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Kimberly Johnson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Passionate Gardener can give you a lot of good friends
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have The Passionate Gardener.
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