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The Battle of Cannae represents a conflict of mighty powers and a crushing defeat, notoriously the worst in
Rome's history. Dawn on August 2, 216 BC, saw the armies of Rome and Carthage clash in what the
participants hoped would be the decisive engagement for supremacy in Mediterranean trade and empire.
Punica 10 opens with the final phase of the battle, when there lingered no hope of victory in the Roman
ranks. The military narrative moves mercilessly through the aristeia and death of the heroic consul, Paulus, to
the ghastly tableau of Roman defeat. But the mystique of Cannae lies in a paradox: that the army
ignominiously vanquished emerges the ultimate victor. Although night falls on a battlefield littered with the
wreckage of Rome's military might and a triumphant victor still unsated with Roman blood, the second half
of the book unfolds a sequence of unexpected twists in the action which destabilize Hannibal's confidence
and initiate acts of heroism inspiring fresh resolution in the traumatized Romans. In one of Silius' finest
books, the climactic sweep of his epic is enriched by intertextual allusions to Virgil's great narrative of epic
closure: Aeneid 12.

In contrast to her earlier commentary on Punica 7, which explores intertexts associated with Hannibal's
desecration of rural Italy, R. Joy Littlewood's new commentary focuses on Silius' military narrative; the
poetics of defeat with its imagery of shipwreck and the spectacle of death in the Roman amphitheatre. It aims
to show how a poet with long experience in politics as a senior senator in the first century CE interpreted
Rome's historic disaster and eventual triumph in the light of his own experiences of civil war and a swift
succession of Roman emperors. Presented here alongside the Latin text and translation, and supplemented
with plans of the battlefield, this commentary offers both philological and stylistic exegesis alongside
historical analysis and up to date literary criticism. It is accompanied by an extended introduction including
analyses of Silius' adaptation of Livy's Cannae narrative, of the contrasting moral strengths of his three
Roman heroes, and of the ideas contained in the intertextually rich, exemplary epigram which closes Book
10.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

The feeling that you get from A Commentary on Silius Italicus' Punica 10 will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but A Commentary on Silius Italicus' Punica 10 giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific A Commentary on
Silius Italicus' Punica 10 instantly.

Frank Arnett:

The book A Commentary on Silius Italicus' Punica 10 has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Jeanette Williams:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That A Commentary on Silius Italicus' Punica 10 can give you a
lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Commentary on Silius Italicus' Punica 10.

John Threadgill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A Commentary on Silius Italicus'
Punica 10.
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