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There are a number of factors, largely interrelated, attracting me to write this survey. First, there was a
family connection with Odhams through my maternal grandfather. This was one of the reasons which led to
me spending my formative years in Watford, the town which saw the full flourishing and the final sad
demise of the firm. Not surprisingly most of the many books in our household came from Odhams. I have,
over the years since childhood, amassed a collection of more than 400 of these titles. Odhams became, in its
heyday, one of the country's major book, newspaper and periodical producers, at the cutting edge of printing
and photogravure technology. The output of so many books from such a source is very much worth close
study. As I view them again I am trying to provide an assessment of the firm's book output, as far as I know
something never attempted before.

The history of Odhams Press has been presented to the public twice. On the first occasion when one of the
family - W.B.Odhams - covered the period from roughly 1840 to the year he retired from the management -
1935. Basically this is an autobiography, and as such has unfortunately little to do with books and deals at
length with newspapers and illustrated magazines. It also has to do with personalities, notably the man who
became the guiding spirit of the firm - Julius Salter Elias. The latter's biography, published under the title
Viscount Southwood - in his later years Elias had been elevated to the peerage - covers the period up to his
death in 1946 and begins with his first association with the firm. It, also, has little to say about book
production and deals in the main with newspapers and magazines.

What can now be viewed as the house's declining years up to the 1970s and the various amalgamations and
take-overs, have been given general treatment, but never been chronicled in detail.

In the absence of informative archive material I am making general judgements, based on just the books
themselves, which may in the end be the right thing to do.
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

This Odhams: Reading Matter for a Society on a Journey book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This Odhams: Reading Matter for a Society on a Journey without we realize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Odhams: Reading Matter for a
Society on a Journey can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Odhams: Reading Matter for a
Society on a Journey having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Handy:

Odhams: Reading Matter for a Society on a Journey can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Odhams: Reading Matter for a Society on a
Journey nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial thinking.

Adrian Rogers:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Odhams: Reading Matter for a
Society on a Journey which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Marilyn McDermott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Odhams: Reading Matter for a Society on a Journey was filled
in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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