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How is it that the British literary critic Terry Eagleton can say that 'it is difficult to read Shakespeare without
feeling that he was almost certainly familiar with the writings of Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, Freud,
Wittgenstein and Derrida', or that the Slovenian psychoanalytic theorist Slavoj Zizek can observe that
'Shakespeare without doubt had read Lacan'? Shakespeare and Literary Theory argues that literary theory is
less an external set of ideas anachronistically imposed on Shakespeare's texts than a mode - or several modes
- of critical reflection inspired by, and emerging from, his writing. These modes together constitute what we
might call 'Shakespearian theory': theory that is not just about Shakespeare but also derives its energy from
Shakespeare. To name just a few examples: Karl Marx was an avid reader of Shakespeare and used Timon of
Athens to illustrate aspects of his economic theory; psychoanalytic theorists from Sigmund Freud to Jacques
Lacan have explained some of their most axiomatic positions with reference to Hamlet; Michel Foucault's
early theoretical writing on dreams and madness returns repeatedly to Macbeth; Jacques Derrida's
deconstructive philosophy is articulated in dialogue with Shakespeare's plays, including Romeo and Juliet;
French feminism's best-known essay is Helene Cixous's meditation on Antony and Cleopatra; certain strands
of queer theory derive their impetus from Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick's reading of the Sonnets; Gilles Deleuze
alights on Richard III as an exemplary instance of his theory of the war machine; and postcolonial theory
owes a large debt to Aime Cesaire's revision of The Tempest. By reading what theoretical movements from
formalism and structuralism to cultural materialism and actor-network theory have had to say about and in
concert with Shakespeare, we can begin to get a sense of how much the DNA of contemporary literary
theory contains a startling abundance of chromosomes - concepts, preoccupations, ways of using language -
that are of Shakespearian provenance.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hollinger:

The actual book Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) has a lot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Joyce Greenberg:

The book untitled Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.

Latosha Page:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford Shakespeare Topics). You can more appealing than
now.

Irene Navarro:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford
Shakespeare Topics) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford Shakespeare Topics)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
these time.
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