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How did Great Britain, which entered the twentieth century as a dominant empire, reinvent itself in reaction
to its fears and fantasies about the United States? Investigating the anxieties caused by the invasion of
American culture-from jazz to Ford motorcars to Hollywood films-during the first half of the twentieth
century, Genevieve Abravanel theorizes the rise of the American Entertainment Empire as a new style of
imperialism that threatened Britain's own.

In the early twentieth century, the United States excited a range of utopian and dystopian energies in Britain.
Authors who might ordinarily seem to have little in common-H.G. Wells, Aldous Huxley, and Virginia
Woolf-began to imagine Britain's future through America. Abravanel explores how these novelists fashioned
transatlantic fictions as a response to the encroaching presence of Uncle Sam. She then turns her attention to
the arrival of jazz after World War I, showing how a range of writers, from Elizabeth Bowen to W.H. Auden,
deployed the new music as a metaphor for the modernization of England. The global phenomenon of
Hollywood film proved even more menacing than the jazz craze, prompting nostalgia for English folk
culture and a lament for Britain's literary heritage. Abravanel then refracts British debates about America
through the writing of two key cultural critics: F.R. Leavis and T.S. Eliot. In so doing, she demonstrates the
interdependencies of some of the most cherished categories of literary study-language, nation, and artistic
value-by situating the high-low debates within a transatlantic framework.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Americanizing Britain: The Rise of Modernism in the Age of the Entertainment Empire (Modernist
Literature and Culture), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Ismael Black:

Typically the book Americanizing Britain: The Rise of Modernism in the Age of the Entertainment Empire
(Modernist Literature and Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this
book.

Joel Connolly:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Americanizing Britain: The Rise of Modernism in the Age of the Entertainment Empire (Modernist
Literature and Culture) will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Calvin Lee:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Americanizing Britain: The Rise of Modernism
in the Age of the Entertainment Empire (Modernist Literature and Culture) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have Americanizing Britain: The Rise of Modernism in the Age of the Entertainment
Empire (Modernist Literature and Culture).
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