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Americans have fought two prolonged battles over Vietnam—one in southeast Asia and one, ongoing even
now, at home—over whether the war was unnecessary, unjust, and unwinnable. Revisionist historians who
reject this view have formulated many contra-factual scenarios for how the war might have been won, but
also put forward one historically testable hypothesis—namely that the war actually was won after the 1968
Tet Offensive, only to be thrown away later through a failure of political will. It is this “Lost Victory”
hypothesis that Kevin M. Boylan takes up in Losing Binh Dinh, aiming to determine once and for all whether
the historical record supports such a claim.

Proponents of the “Lost Victory” thesis contend that by 1972, President Richard Nixon's policy of
“Vietnamization” had effectively eliminated South Vietnamese insurgents, “pacified” the countryside, and
prepared the South Vietnamese to defend their own territory with only logistical and financial support from
Americans. Rejecting the top-down approach favored by Revisionists, Boylan examines the facts on the
ground in Binh Dinh, a strategically vital province that was the second most populous in South Vietnam,
controlled key transportation routes, and contained one of the nation's few major seaports as well as the huge
US Air Force base at Phu Cat. Taking an in-depth look at operations that were conducted in the province,
Boylan is able to uncover the fundamental flaw in the dual objectives of “Vietnamization” and
“Pacification”—namely, that they were mutually exclusive. The inefficiency and corruption of the South
Vietnamese government and armed forces was so crippling that progress in pacification occurred only when
Americans took the lead—which, in turn, left the South Vietnamese even more dependent on US support.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Losing Binh Dinh: The Failure of Pacification and Vietnamization, 1969-
1971 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) as the daily resource information.

Donald Jefferies:

Often the book Losing Binh Dinh: The Failure of Pacification and Vietnamization, 1969-1971 (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Losing
Binh Dinh: The Failure of Pacification and Vietnamization, 1969-1971 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Carla Arbogast:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled Losing Binh Dinh: The Failure of Pacification and Vietnamization,
1969-1971 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Mary Alejandro:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Losing Binh Dinh: The Failure of Pacification and Vietnamization, 1969-1971 (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) will give you new experience in examining a book.
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