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Approximately 2,500 Anabaptists were martyred in sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century Europe. Their
surviving brethren compiled stories of those who suffered and died for the faith into martyr books. The most
historically and culturally significant of these, The Bloody Theater?more commonly known as Martyrs
Mirror?was assembled by the Dutch Mennonite minister Thieleman van Braght and published in 1660.
Today, next to the Bible, it is the single most important text to Anabaptists?Amish, Mennonites, and
Hutterites. In some Anabaptist communities, it is passed to new generations as a wedding or graduation gift.

David L. Weaver-Zercher combines the fascinating history of Martyrs Mirror with a detailed analysis of
Anabaptist life, religion, and martyrdom. He traces the publication, use, and dissemination of this key
martyrology across nearly four centuries and explains why it holds sacred status in contemporary Amish and
Mennonite households. Even today, the words and deeds of these martyred Christians are referenced in
sermons, Sunday school lessons, and history books.

Weaver-Zercher argues that Martyrs Mirror was designed to teach believers how to live a proper Christian
life. In van Braght’s view, accounts of the martyrs helped to remind readers of the things that mattered, thus
inspiring them to greater faithfulness. Martyrs Mirror remains a tool of revival, offering new life to the
communities and people who read it by revitalizing Anabaptist ideals and values. Meticulously researched
and illustrated with sketches from early publications of Martyrs Mirror, Weaver-Zercher’s ambitious history
weaves together the existing scholarship on this iconic text in an accessible and engaging way.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Wegener:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Martyrs Mirror: A Social History
(Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Phyllis Granger:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Martyrs Mirror: A
Social History (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kimberly Duda:

The knowledge that you get from Martyrs Mirror: A Social History (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Martyrs Mirror: A Social
History (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular Martyrs Mirror: A Social History (Young Center
Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) instantly.

Donnie Ned:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Martyrs Mirror: A Social
History (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Martyrs Mirror: A Social
History (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) to make your spare time more colorful.
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