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Described by Evelyn Waugh in the late 1940s as "the greatest living American novelist," Raymond Chandler
won the admiration of millions of fans, in addition to the more astute praise of writers such as T. S. Eliot and
Edmund Wilson for his Philip Marlowe detective novels. He was central to the birth of what became known
as film noir-for both the movies he wrote in Hollywood and those that were made from his books -- and has
been credited as the inspiration for the classic film, Chinatown. For this major new biography, Tom Hiney
has had access to unseen personal papers, as well as previously unrecorded accounts of those who knew
Chandler throughout his life. In the first biography in over twenty years, Hiney takes an uncensored look at
Chandler's life as an author, a husband, a screenwriter, and occasional rogue.

Chandler's career as a novelist was only one facet of his unusual life: when he wrote his first book, The Big
Sleep-at the age of fifty -- he had been variously rich, poor, drunk, teetotal, married, and despondent. Born in
Chicago in 1888, Chandler spent his early years in Nebraska, grew up in Ireland, and matured in London,
where he published his first writing -- essays and poetry. As a newcomer to Los Angeles in 1917, his work as
a writer was still many years off: Chandler was an oil executive who rode out the '20s boom before
discovering his taste for alcohol during the Depression, finally turning to fiction in the mid-1930s. By the
time of his death in 1959, his seven Philip Marlowe novels had sold five million copies and have since been
published in twenty-five languages. Today, more than a dozen films stand as testament to Chandler's
influence, including the 1946 release of The Big Sleep starring Humprey Bogart and Lauren Bacall.

Chandler lived in the city of Los Angeles from the age of twenty-five and was there long enough to witness
an oil boom, two earthquakes, the Depression, and the 1932 Olympic games. Like the city he lived in, his life
weathered many changes. Vividly, Hiney evokes the strange early years before Chandler was a writer, brings
alive the dangerous glamour of the Hollywood era in which he flourished, and puts his screenwriting in the
context of the organized crime and corruption of Los Angeles during Prohibition. He gives illuminating
details of Chandler's alcohol addiction -- which plagued him off and on throughout his life-his friendships
with Howard Hawks, "Lucky" Luciano, and Alfred Hitchcock, and fully records for the first time Chandler's
most intimate friendship -- with Cissy, his wife of thirty years, seventeen years his senior.

This is a raw and complex portrayal of a vulnerable and brilliant Chandler -- a man quite as extraordinary as
the fiction he wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Raymond Chandler: A Biography, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Markus Walker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book Raymond Chandler: A Biography it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Dione Wicker:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Raymond Chandler: A Biography.

Debbie Yarborough:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Raymond Chandler: A Biography
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Raymond Chandler: A Biography become your starter.
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