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How a generation of inspired Midwestern writers envisioned new and better paths for their region and
nation

From the 1910s through the 1930s, Midwestern writers were conspicuously prominent in American literary
life. A generation of writers from the Midwest had come of age and had shared an important and motivating
cultural experience: the encompassing transformation of rural and urban Midwestern life from traditional
craftsmanship, manual labor, and local community to a fragmented, machine-driven, and intensely
capitalistic mode of existence. A profound sense of lost possibilities pervaded the literary mood of these
authors. An organic Midwestern village culture that had only just begun to take definite shape was swept
away, and a fruitful and promising region was sacrificed to crass commercialism.

In Sacred Land, author Mark Buechsel shows that Sherwood Anderson, Willa Cather, and F. Scott
Fitzgerald, among others, turned to two potential sources for grounding their region’s and nation’s life
authentically: nature itself?particularly the super-abundant nature to be found in Midwestern states and the
model provided by the traditional sacramental culture of medieval Europe. The result was a new sacramental
vision of how life in the Midwest?and, by extension, life in modern America?might be lived differently.
Buechsel demonstrates that each author painted his or her spiritual and cultural vision with different shades
and nuances and looked to America’s future with varying degrees of optimism.

Of crucial importance in each author’s work are the characters’ encounters with the Midwestern land, a
recalcitrant objective reality that refuses to yield to the wrong kinds of dreams. Characters who are genuinely
open to what their engagement with the land has to teach them generally find some personal blessing and
learn how to claim a fully human place in the order of things. Characters who fail to learn the lessons nature
offers become distorted and grotesque, in a way that expresses the modern condition emblematically. Sacred
Land shows that in the process of critiquing American culture, Midwestern writers redefined the American
pastoral myth so central to the national psyche.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

The book Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of
Nature make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms,
and the Sacramental Vision of Nature being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a guide Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms, and the
Sacramental Vision of Nature. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Brenda Seddon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson,
Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jose Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson,
Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature reserve written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question Sacred Land: Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature
as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Roberta Anglin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Sacred Land:



Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern, Modernisms, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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