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Oleg Kharkhordin has constructed a compelling, subtle, and complex genealogy of the Soviet individual that
is as much about Michel Foucault as it is about Russia. Examining the period from the Russian Revolution to
the fall of Gorbachev, Kharkhordin demonstrates that Party rituals—which forced each Communist to reflect
intensely and repeatedly on his or her "self," an entirely novel experience for many of them—had their
antecedents in the Orthodox Christian practices of doing penance in the public gaze. Individualization in
Soviet Russia occurred through the intensification of these public penitential practices rather than the private
confessional practices that are characteristic of Western Christianity. He also finds that objectification of the
individual in Russia relied on practices of mutual surveillance among peers, rather than on the hierarchical
surveillance of subordinates by superiors that characterized the West. The implications of this book expand
well beyond its brilliant analysis of the connection between Bolshevism and Eastern Orthodoxy to shed light
on many questions about the nature of Russian society and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Romero:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Collective and the
Individual in Russia: A Study of Practices (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) book as beginning
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Arthur Haynes:

The particular book The Collective and the Individual in Russia: A Study of Practices (Studies on the History
of Society and Culture) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you.
The book The Collective and the Individual in Russia: A Study of Practices (Studies on the History of
Society and Culture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Coleman Bailey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Collective and the Individual in Russia: A
Study of Practices (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still uncertainty The Collective and the Individual in Russia: A Study of Practices (Studies on the
History of Society and Culture) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Gary Williams:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book The Collective and the Individual in Russia: A Study of Practices (Studies on the History
of Society and Culture) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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