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Undermining Race rewrites the history of race, immigration, and labor in the copper industry in Arizona. The
book focuses on the case of Italian immigrants in their relationships with Anglo, Mexican, and Spanish
miners (and at times with blacks, Asian Americans, and Native Americans), requiring a reinterpretation of
the way race was formed and figured across place and time.

Phylis Martinelli argues that the case of Italians in Arizona provides insight into “in between” racial and
ethnic categories, demonstrating that the categorizing of Italians varied from camp to camp depending on
local conditions—such as management practices in structuring labor markets and workers’ housing, and the
choices made by immigrants in forging communities of language and mutual support. Italians—even light-
skinned northern Italians—were not considered completely “white” in Arizona at this historical moment, yet
neither were they consistently racialized as non-white, and tactics used to control them ranged from micro to
macro level violence.

To make her argument, Martinelli looks closely at two “white camps” in Globe and Bisbee and at the
Mexican camp of Clifton-Morenci. Comparing and contrasting the placement of Italians in these three camps
shows how the usual binary system of race relations became complicated, which in turn affected the existing
race-based labor hierarchy, especially during strikes. The book provides additional case studies to argue that
the biracial stratification system in the United States was in fact triracial at times. According to Martinelli,
this system determined the nature of the associations among laborers as well as the way Americans came to
construct “whiteness.”
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From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper
Camps, 1880–1920. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880–1920. You
can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Gordon Miller:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880–1920
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps,
1880–1920 content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Undermining Race:
Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880–1920 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Kenneth Armstrong:

The publication with title Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880–1920
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Channell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880–1920.
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