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Stanislaw Baranczak, a Polish writer in exile, turns to his colleagues and their plights, in Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and the Soviet Union, to explain why oppressive regimes could not succeed in
their attempts to transform the Eastern European into Homo sovieticus.

These superb essays focus on the role that culture, and particularly literature, has played in keeping the spirit
of intellectual independence alive in Eastern and Central Europe. Exploring a variety of issues from
censorship to underground poetry, Baranczak shows why, in societies where people struggle to survive under
totalitarian rule, art is believed to have the power to make things happen.

He brings into sharp relief the works and personalities of many legendary figures of recent Eastern European
political and cultural history from Lech Walesa and Pope John Paul II to Václav Havel and Adam Michnik to
Czeslaw Milosz, Witold Gombrowicz, Bruno Schulz, and Joseph Brodsky--and makes vivid the context from
which they spring. Some of the essays probe the sense of inarticulateness experienced by writers in exile;
many represent the literary essay at its best; all reveal that Baranczak is a sophisticated, often savagely funny
writer on whom nothing is lost.

This refreshing and provocative book guides us toward a clearer understanding of what has led to the present
moment, in which the nations of Eastern and Central Europe, tired of striving to "breathe under water," are
finally "coming up for air." It is rewarding reading for anyone interested in art's confrontation with an
intractable political reality--wherever it occurs in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kenny Grant:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Breathing under Water and Other
East European Essays. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Cynthia Johnson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Breathing under Water and Other East European Essays.

Carmine Caulfield:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
book untitled Breathing under Water and Other East European Essays can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Tammie Torres:

This Breathing under Water and Other East European Essays is great reserve for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Breathing under Water and Other East European Essays in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny
right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do



you still doubt which?
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