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Americans have long regarded the freedom of travel a central tenet of citizenship. Yet, in the United States,
freedom of movement has historically been a right reserved for whites. In this book, Elizabeth Stordeur
Pryor shows that African Americans fought obstructions to their mobility over 100 years before Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus. These were "colored travelers," activists who relied on
steamships, stagecoaches, and railroads to expand their networks and to fight slavery and racism. They
refused to ride in "Jim Crow" railroad cars, fought for the right to hold a U.S. passport (and citizenship), and
during their transatlantic voyages, demonstrated their radical abolitionism. By focusing on the myriad
strategies of black protest, including the assertions of gendered freedom and citizenship, this book tells the
story of how the basic act of traveling emerged as a front line in the battle for African American equal rights
before the Civil War.

Drawing on exhaustive research from U.S. and British newspapers, journals, narratives, and letters, as well
as firsthand accounts of such figures as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and William Wells Brown, Pryor
illustrates how, in the quest for citizenship, colored travelers constructed ideas about respectability and
challenged racist ideologies that made black mobility a crime.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

This Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the
Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) without we know teach
the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Colored
Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Colored Travelers:
Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African
American History and Culture) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Elaine Rochelle:

Typically the book Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John
Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very suitable to you. The book Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the
Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Ward:

Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin
Series in African American History and Culture) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Colored Travelers: Mobility and the
Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.



Edward Grimes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Colored Travelers:
Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African
American History and Culture) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.
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