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The most striking feature of Wutong, the preeminent God of Wealth in late imperial China, was the deity’s
diabolical character. Wutong was perceived not as a heroic figure or paragon but rather as an embodiment of
greed and lust, a maleficent demon who preyed on the weak and vulnerable. In The Sinister Way, Richard
von Glahn examines the emergence and evolution of the Wutong cult within the larger framework of the
historical development of Chinese popular or vernacular religion—as opposed to institutional religions such
as Buddhism or Daoism. Von Glahn’s study, spanning three millennia, gives due recognition to the morally
ambivalent and demonic aspects of divine power within the common Chinese religious culture.

Surveying Chinese religion from 1000 BCE to the beginning of the twentieth century, The Sinister Way
views the Wutong cult as by no means an aberration. In Von Glahn’s work we see how, from earliest times,
the Chinese imagined an enchanted world populated by fiendish fairies and goblins, ancient stones and trees
that spring suddenly to life, ghosts of the unshriven dead, and the blood-eating spirits of the mountains and
forests. From earliest times, too, we find in Chinese religious culture an abiding tension between two
fundamental orientations: on one hand, belief in the power of sacrifice and exorcism to win blessings and
avert calamity through direct appeal to a multitude of gods; on the other, faith in an all-encompassing moral
equilibrium inhering in the cosmos.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700. All type of book is it possible to see
on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Margaret Watkins:

This Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Fountain of Fortune: Money and
Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China,
1000-1700 giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700.

Ella Hodge:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700.
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