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Perhaps more than any other aspect of rabbinic literature, the laws about and discussions of menstruation
have polarized current discussions of gender relations in Jewish culture. Is the designated impurity of
menstruation sexist? Or does ritual absence from sex during menstruation encourage a rhythmic
reaffirmation of conjugal intimacy?

This book offers a new perspective on the extensive rabbinic discussions of menstrual impurity, female
physiology, and anatomy, and on the social and religious institutions those discussions engendered. It
analyzes the functions of these discussions within the larger textual world of rabbinic literature and in the
context of Jewish and Christian culture in late antiquity.

How did gender work—how was it made to work—in rabbinic literature? How did that literature dictate the
place of women in Jewish culture? In search of answers to these questions, the author analyzes the
architectural metaphors deployed to describe female anatomy, arguing that this discursive construction
operated culturally to associate women with the home and exclude them from rabbinic study halls.

The author shows that rabbinic discourse is not completely controlled by rabbinic ideology, however. She
analyzes talmudic discussions that allow alternative gender perspectives to emerge, indicating that women
and their bodies were not completely objectified. This suggests that the Babylonian Talmud does not present
a completely homogeneous gender structure, but contains a number of different, sometimes contradictory,
possibilities.

The book concludes with a study of early Christian texts that relate to the same biblical laws on menstrual
impurity as rabbinic texts, focusing in particular on a Jewish-Christian text in which the anonymous author
polemicizes against Jewish women converts who remain attached to the biblical laws. This text allows us to
reconstruct women’s perspectives on the inscription of religious meaning onto their bodies and physiological
processes.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

This Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and
Other Differences) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of
Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and Other Differences) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Bill Bobby:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and
Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and Other Differences) or others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and
Other Differences) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jane Rich:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and
Other Differences) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of
Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and Other Differences). You can more appealing than now.

Richard Ma:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.



With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender
(Contraversions: Jews and Other Differences) when you required it?
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