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This is a story of belief, disillusionment and atonement. Long identified with leftist causes, the journalist
Eugene Lyons was by background and sentiment predisposed to early support of the Russian Revolution. A
"friendly correspondent," he was one of a coterie of foreign journalists permitted into the Soviet Union
during the Stalinist era because their desire to serve the revolution was thought to outweigh their desire to
serve the truth. Lyons first went to the Soviet Union in 1927, and spent six years there. He was there as
Stalin consolidated his power, through collectivization and its consequences, as the cultural and technical
intelligentsia succumbed to the secret police, and as the mechanisms of terror were honed. As Ellen Frankel
Paul notes in her major new introduction to this edition, "It was this murderous reality that Stalin's censors
worked so assiduously to camouflage, corralling foreign correspondents as their often willing allies." Lyons
was one of those allies.

Assignment in Utopia describes why he refused to see the obvious, the forces that kept him from writing the
truth, and the tortuous path he traveled in liberating himself. His story helps us understand how so many who
were in a position to know were so silent for so long. In addition, it is a document, by an on-the-scene
journalist, of major events in the critical period of the first Five-Year Plan.

As Ellen Frankel Paul notes in her major new introduction to this new edition, Assignment in Utopia is
particularly timely. The system it dissects in such devastating detail is in the process of being rejected
throughout Eastern Europe and is under challenge in the Soviet Union itself. The book lends insight into the
"political pilgrim" phenomenon described by Paul Hollander, in which visitors celebrate terrorist regimes,
seemingly oblivious to their destructive force. The book is valuable for those interested in the Stalinist era in
the Soviet Union, those interested in radical regimes and political change, as well as those interested in better
understanding current events in Europe. It will also be useful for the tough questions it poses about
journalistic ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Phelps:

Here thing why this specific Assignment in Utopia are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Assignment in Utopia giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Assignment in Utopia. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Assignment in Utopia in
e-book can be your alternative.

Jessica Bowman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Assignment in Utopia, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Laura Ide:

Beside this Assignment in Utopia in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Assignment in Utopia because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Sarah Heath:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Assignment in Utopia when you necessary it?
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