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In this book, Nina Sylvanus tells a captivating story of global trade and cross-cultural aesthetics in West
Africa, showing how a group of Togolese women—through the making and circulation of wax
cloth—became influential agents of taste and history. Traveling deep into the shifting terrain of textile
manufacture, design, and trade, she follows wax cloth around the world and through time to unveil its critical
role in colonial and postcolonial patterns of exchange and value production.
           
Sylvanus brings wax cloth’s unique and complex history to light: born as a nineteenth-century Dutch
colonial effort to copy Javanese batik cloth for Southeast Asian markets, it was reborn as a status marker that
has dominated the visual economy of West African markets. Although most wax cloth is produced in China
today, it continues to be central to the expression of West African women’s identity and power. As Sylvanus
shows, wax cloth expresses more than this global motion of goods, capital, aesthetics, and labor—it is a form
of archive where intimate and national memories are stored, always ready to be reanimated by human touch.
By uncovering this crucial aspect of West African material culture, she enriches our understanding of global
trade, the mutual negotiations that drive it, and the how these create different forms of agency and
subjectivity.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa. Try
to make the book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa as your buddy. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Susan Romero:

The book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Patterns in
Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew German:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa as the
daily resource information.

William Nelson:

Why? Because this Patterns in Circulation: Cloth, Gender, and Materiality in West Africa is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your



critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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