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Those who analyze public opinion have long contended that the average citizen is incapable of recounting
consistently even the most rudimentary facts about current politics; that the little the average person does
know is taken at face value from the media reports, and that the consequence is a polity that is ill-prepared
for democratic governance. Yet social movements, comprised by and large of average citizens who have
become exercised about particular issues, have been a prominent feature of the American political scene
throughout American history and they are experiencing a resurgence in recent years. William Gamson asks
the question, how is it that so many people become active in movements if people are so generally
uninterested and badly informed about issues? The conclusion he reaches in this book is a striking refutation
of the common wisdom about the public's ability to reason about politics. Rather than relying on survey data,
as so many studies of public opinion do, Gamson reports on his analysis of discussions among small groups
of working-class people on four controversial issues: affirmative action, nuclear power, the Arab-Israeli
conflict, and the troubles in American industry. Excerpts from many of these discussions are transcribed in
the book. Gamson analyzes how these same issues have been treated in a range of media material, from
editorial opinion columns to political cartoons and network news programs, in order to determine how
closely the group discussions mimic media discourse. He finds that the process of opinion formation is more
complex than it has usually been depicted and that people condition media information with reflection on
their own experience or that of people they know. The discussions transcribed in this book demonstrate that
people are quite capable of conducting informed and well-reasoned discussions about issues and that
although most people are not inclined to become actively involved in politics, the seeds of political action are
present in the minds of many. With the appropriate stimulation, this latent political consciousness can be
activated, which accounts for the continual creation of social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

This Talking Politics book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Talking Politics without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Talking
Politics can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Talking Politics having very good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

James Robicheaux:

Talking Politics can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every
word into joy arrangement in writing Talking Politics but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Lorraine Cox:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Talking Politics provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Doris Garcia:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Talking Politics we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book Talking Politics. You can more pleasing than now.
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