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The "mean streets" of San Francisco, New York, Los Angeles and Chicago have dominated American crime
fiction from Raymond Chandler and Dashiell Hammett to Sara Paretsky and Ed McBain. Like Marlowe and
V.I. Warshawski before him, Ralph Willett undertakes a lone investigation into the dangerous realms of
urban American detective fiction, uncovering clues to their grip on the popular imagination, text by text and
city by city. On the one hand, a menacing labyrinth or urban jungle; on the other, a bohemian and exotic
space, the American city is the site of many distinctly modern anxieties associated with gender, race,
affluence, poverty, urbanization and technology. "The opaque complexity of modern city life is represented
by crime" (Raymond Williams) and the detective or investigating cop emerges as the figure who endeavours
to solve the crime and, at the same time, explain the city. Through a close analysis of films as well as popular
fiction, Ralph Willett explores the imaginative geography of the modern American city: a place of
opportunity and desire as well as murder and lawlessness. Authors studied include Paul Auster, Raymond
Chandler, Dashiell Hammett, Sarah Paretsky, Thomas Pynchon, Tom Wolfe, Andrew Vachss, Lisa Cody, Ed
McBain, James Ellroy, Bret Easton Ellis and Chester Himes. Films include "The Naked City", "The French
Connection", "Mean Streets", "Taxi Driver", "The Big Heat", "The Godfather", "Chinatown", "Bladerunner",
"The Big Sleep", "Rear Window", "Metropolis" and "Point Blank".
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

This The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA usually are reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA
can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Richard Mills:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA can be fine book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Terry Brown:

Precisely why? Because this The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Thomas Manna:

The Naked City: Urban Crime Fiction in the USA can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Naked City: Urban Crime
Fiction in the USA but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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