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Immigration history has largely focused on the restriction of immigrants by race and ethnicity, overlooking
disability as a crucial factor in the crafting of the image of the  “undesirable immigrant.” Defectives in the
Land, Douglas C. Baynton’s groundbreaking new look at immigration and disability, aims to change this.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Baynton explains, immigration restriction in the United
States was primarily intended to keep people with disabilities—known as “defectives”—out of the country.
The list of those included is long: the deaf, blind, epileptic, and mobility impaired; people with curved
spines, hernias, flat or club feet, missing limbs, and short limbs; those unusually short or tall; people with
intellectual or psychiatric disabilities; intersexuals; men of “poor physique” and men diagnosed with
“feminism.” Not only were disabled individuals excluded, but particular races and nationalities were also
identified as undesirable based on their supposed susceptibility to mental, moral, and physical defects.

In this transformative book, Baynton argues that early immigration laws were a cohesive whole—a decades-
long effort to find an effective method of excluding people considered to be defective. This effort was one
aspect of a national culture that was increasingly fixated on competition and efficiency, anxious about
physical appearance and difference, and haunted by a fear of hereditary defect and the degeneration of the
American race.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

With other case, little folks like to read book Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age
of Eugenics. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Myrtle Hamer:

The event that you get from Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics could
be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration
in the Age of Eugenics giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics instantly.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

This Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics are usually reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Defectives in the Land:
Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics can be one of many great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in
the Age of Eugenics forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Estella Pierre:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book



you have read will be Defectives in the Land: Disability and Immigration in the Age of Eugenics.
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