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William Shakespeare brings history to life. His plays take us from the Forum in Rome to the palaces of
London and the battlefields of France. He dramatizes the personal and political conflicts that cost Julius
Caesar his life, Marc Antony and Cleopatra an empire, and a succession of English kings their thrones.

Dick Riley, co-author of Continuum's The Bedside, Bathtub and Armchair Companion to
Shakespeare ("an engaging blend of homage and irreverence ..." Publishers Weekly) has now created
a popular volume specifically designed to help illuminate the Bard's "history" plays.

Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals and Kings sets the historical context for the events portrayed in
Shakespeare's major histories. It reviews the sources he used and analyzes how he reshaped that
material -- often telescoping events and combining characters -- to create his dramas. It also offers the
insights of later historians about the lives and careers of Julius Caesar, Marc Antony, and the English
monarchs King John, Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard III and Henry VIII.

Designed to give both students and casual readers a deeper understanding and a more enjoyable
experience of the "history" plays, each chapter of Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals and Kings focuses
on the period and lives portrayed in one of these dramas, and also provides a brief guide to available
film and video versions.

While focusing on the most important of Shakespeare's sources -- the Greco-Roman historian Plutarch
and the English histories of Raphael Holinshed -- Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals and Kings also
discusses other writers who helped inform Shakespeare's work, from Suetonius, author of The Twelve
Caesars, to John Foxe, whose The Book of Martyrs memorialized the struggles of English religious
reformers.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Shakespeare's
Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the Plays to read.

Kenneth Handy:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the
Plays book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History
Behind the Plays content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Shakespeare's
Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the Plays is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Jennifer Knott:

This Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the Plays are usually reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Shakespeare's Consuls,
Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the Plays can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real
History Behind the Plays giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rena Campbell:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is Shakespeare's Consuls, Cardinals, and Kings: The Real History Behind the
Plays. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By



looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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