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In the last decades of the 17th century, the feast of Christmas in Lutheran Germany underwent a major
transformation when theologians and local governments waged an early modern "war on Christmas,"
discouraging riotous pageants and carnivalesque rituals in favor of more personal and internalized
expressions of piety. Christmas rituals, such as the "Heilig Christ" plays and the rocking of the child
(Kindelwiegen) were abolished, and Christian devotion focused increasingly on the metaphor of a birth of
Christ in the human heart. John Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio, composed in 1734, both reflects this
new piety and conveys the composer's experience living through this tumult during his own childhood and
early career.

Markus Rathey's book is the first thorough study of this popular masterpiece in English. While giving a
comprehensive overview of the Christmas Oratorio as a whole, the book focuses on two themes in
particular: the cultural and theological understanding of Christmas in Bach's time and the compositional
process that led Bach from the earliest concepts to the completed piece. The cultural and religious context of
the oratorio provides the backdrop for Rathey's detailed analysis of the composition, in which he explores
Bach's compositional practices, for example, his reuse and parodies of movements that had originally been
composed for secular cantatas. The book analyzes Bach's original score and sheds new light on the way Bach
wrote the piece, how he shaped musical themes, and how he revised his initial ideas into the final
composition.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music,
Theology, Culture. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a new book Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Douglas Barlow:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Johann Sebastian Bach's
Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Veronica Shriner:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture as your
daily resource information.

Mary Cox:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio:
Music, Theology, Culture. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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