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A charming novel of old Hollywood, first loves, and man with a touch of magic
 
A mysterious young man named Brae Orrack arrives in Venice, California, in 1928, claiming to be a magic
man who can turn stones to bees. Brae also comes carrying a curse. He says he will die unless he can find
true love---and find it soon. Is he a con man or is he telling the truth? With Brae, it's hard to tell. Like
Elwood P. Dowd and Harvey, Brae, with his old-fashioned charm and ease, invites the reader to embrace just
a little bit of magic.

Desperate for rent money, Brae agrees to become the chauffeur-bodyguard for a spoiled young actor named
Frank (Gary) Cooper, whose womanizing ways always seem to land him in trouble. Entering the glamorous
world of early Hollywood, Brae falls for a gorgeous, spunky world traveler named Nell Devereaux, who also
happens to be the lover of a powerful Cuban dictator. Finally, he has found the love that will save him. Or
has he?

Brae quickly learns that love does not come easily. New York gangsters, bootleggers, Hollywood producers,
and homicidal dictators conspire to complicate Brae's life at every turn. He befriends a young hood named
George Raft, saves the life of movie star Clara Bow, and outwits a family of killers in Key West, Florida. He
deftly maneuvers his way out of all sorts of life-threatening situations, but time is running out and Brae must
somehow win Nell and save his life. Yet even in Hollywood, skepticism of a "magic" man runs high, and
Brae battles conventional reality---not to mention his own impending mortality---at every turn.
Ron Base writes a witty, charming tale of a man desperately in search of his destiny. Magic Man is part fable
and part adventure, a love story about the impossibility of love.
 
 
"Beautiful women and gangsters, movie stars and dictators all rub shoulders in this delicious tongue-in-cheek
debut set in 1920s Hollywood.... Base works his own magic as he crisply choreographs the entrances and
exits of his large cast. There will be thrills aplenty before we are done, and disillusionment, but never defeat
for the resilient Brae. A page-turner, spiffy and irresistible."
---Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
 
"Inventive and evocative...There's something for everyone: humor, mystery
suspense, nostalgia and, of course, a little magic."
-- Publisher's Weekly
 
"What a rich and vivid portrait of Hollywood as the talkies came in and the magic of the silents ebbed away.
Ron Base's naïve romantic young hero leaves a trail of mayhem and chaos in his wake. There are mercilessly
funny portraits of Gary Cooper, George Raft, Clara Bow, and many others."
---John Boorman, director of Deliverance, Excalibur, Hope and Glory, and The Tailor of Panama
 
"It takes off with relentless speed, refusing to permit us to catch our breath. Never boring,Magic Man makes
for an entertaining and engrossing tale...If (Base) sometimes relies too often on writer-director David
Mamet's tried technique, where nothing ever appears as it seems, then we are the lucky, breathless
recipients."



-- The Edmonton Journal

"Superbly crafted...I read it in one sitting...Base kept me guessing to the very end. Luring the reader into
believing that a typical Hollywood climax is in store, I was caught completely off guard by Base's end game.
Scheduled to make its way into bookstores later this month, Magic Man is a gripping narrative that surprises
right to the very last page. Bravo."
-- Hour Magazine (Montreal)
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Magic Man the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve
then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Magic
Man giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Maria Hernandez:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Magic Man is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rick Briones:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Magic Man was vibrant and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Magic Man has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Earnest Moss:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Magic Man can make you feel more interested to read.
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