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This brief and engaging introductory text treats philosophy as a dramatic and continuous story--a
conversation about humankind's deepest and most persistent concerns, in which students are encouraged to
participate. Tracing the exchange of ideas between history's key philosophers, Philosophical Conversations:
A Concise Historical Introduction demonstrates that while constructing an argument or making a claim, one
philosopher almost always has others in mind. The book addresses the fundamental questions of human life:
Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What sort of reality do we inhabit? Throughout,
author Norman Melchert provides a generous selection of excerpts from major philosophical works and
makes them more easily understandable with his lucid explanations. Extensive cross-references highlight the
organizing themes and show students how philosophers have responded to each other's arguments.

A more concise edition of Norman Melchert's The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy, Fifth Edition, Philosophical Conversations is designed to be especially accessible and visually
attractive to first- and second-year college students in introduction to philosophy courses. Enhanced by
numerous pedagogical features, it offers:

* Shorter and/or simplified presentations of much of the material
* A second color that enlivens the text and makes it more visually interesting
* An expanded art program featuring more than 100 photographs, illustrations, and cartoons
* Classic art at the opening of each chapter
* Numerous brief quotations from poets, politicians, and thinkers that underscore philosophical points and
stimulate thought
* Explanatory footnotes and basic study questions throughout
* "Questions for Further Thought" at the end of each chapter
* Key terms, boldfaced at their first appearance and collected at the end of each chapter and in a detailed
glossary at the back of the book
* "Sketches"--which provide glimpses of the ideas of various philosophers not already discussed in detail in
the narrative--and "Profiles," which offer more in-depth looks at several thinkers, philosophical schools, and
movements including Taoism, Zen, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Iris Murdoch
* An Instructor's Manual and Test Bank on CD that highlights essential points and offers numerous exam
questions
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Philosophical Conversations: A Concise
Historical Introduction book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Bobby Griffin:

The book with title Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction has a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Nicole Reagan:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Philosophical Conversations: A
Concise Historical Introduction that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical
Introduction become your own starter.

Jack Jackson:

This Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Philosophical
Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and knowledge.
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