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Shortly before she pushed her infant daughter headfirst into a bucket of water and fastened the lid, Annie
Cherry warmed the pail because, as she later explained to a police officer, "It would have been cruel to put
her in cold water." Afterwards, this mother sat down and poured herself a cup of tea. At Cherry’s trial at the
Old Bailey in 1877, Henry Charlton Bastian, physician to the National Hospital for the Paralyzed and
Epileptic, focused his testimony on her preternatural calm following the drowning. Like many other late
Victorian medical men, Bastian believed that the mother’s act and her subsequent behavior indicated
homicidal mania, a novel species of madness that challenged the law’s criterion for assigning criminal
culpability.

How did Dr. Bastian and his cohort of London’s physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries?originally known as
"mad-doctors"?arrive at such an innovative diagnosis, and how did they defend it in court? Mad-Doctors in
the Dock is a sophisticated exploration of the history of the insanity defense in the English courtroom from
the middle of the eighteenth century to the early twentieth century. Joel Peter Eigen examines courtroom
testimony offered in nearly 1,000 insanity trials, transporting us into the world of psychiatric diagnosis and
criminal justice. The first comprehensive account of how medical insight and folk psychology met in the
courtroom, this book makes clear the tragedy of the crimes, the spectacle of the trials, and the consequences
of the diagnosis for the emerging field of forensic psychiatry.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Mad-Doctors in the Dock: Defending the
Diagnosis, 1760-1913 reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Mad-Doctors in the Dock:
Defending the Diagnosis, 1760-1913 as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Nancy Hedrick:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be learn. Mad-Doctors in the Dock: Defending the Diagnosis, 1760-1913
can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Samuel Potter:

You can find this Mad-Doctors in the Dock: Defending the Diagnosis, 1760-1913 by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Manuel Arndt:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Mad-Doctors in the Dock: Defending the
Diagnosis, 1760-1913 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Mad-Doctors in the Dock: Defending the Diagnosis, 1760-1913 can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of their time.
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