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“How could this have happened?” The question still lingers among officials and residents of the small
southern California town of Bell. Corruption is hardly an isolated challenge to the governance of America’s
cities. But following decades of benign obscurity, Bell witnessed the emergence of a truly astonishing level
of public wrongdoing—a level succinctly described by Los Angeles District Attorney Steve Cooley as
“corruption on steroids.”

Even discounting the enormous sums involved—the top administrator paid himself nearly $800,000 a year in
a town with a $35,000 average income—this was no ordinary failure of governance. The picture that
emerges from years of federal, state, and local investigations, trials, depositions, and media accounts is of an
elaborate culture of corruption and deceit created and sustained by top city administrators, councilmembers,
police officers, numerous municipal employees, and consultants.

The Failure of Governance in Bell California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town details how Bell was
rendered vulnerable to such massive malfeasance by a disengaged public, lack of established ethical norms,
absence of effective checks and balances, and minimal coverage by an overextended area news media. It is a
grim and nearly unbelievable story.

Yet even these factors fail to fully explain how such large-scale corruption could have arisen. More
specifically, how did it occur within a structure—the council-manager form of government—that had been
deliberately designed to promote good governance? Why were so many officials and employees prepared to
participate in or overlook the ongoing corruption? To what degree can theories of governance, such as
contagion theory or the “rover bandit” theme, explain the success of such blatant wrongdoing?

The Failure of Governance, by Arizona State University Professor Thom Reilly—himself former county
manager of Clark County, Nevada—pursues answers to these and related questions through an analysis of
municipal operations that will afford the reader deeper insight into the inner workings of city
governments—corrupt and otherwise. By considering factors arising from both theory and practice, Reilly
makes clear, in other words, why the sad saga of Bell, California represents both a case study and a warning.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Vanmeter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time
Corruption in a Small Town. Try to face the book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time
Corruption in a Small Town as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Rosie Zimmerman:

The book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption
in a Small Town being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and
read a book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Yolanda Harris:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Failure of
Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Failure of Governance in Bell,
California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Townis one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Joseph Mesta:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/



holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-
Time Corruption in a Small Town can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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