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Does the idea that we have free will serve to foster our cruelty to one another? Richard Oerton has already
dismissed the idea of free will as incoherent and illusory, doing so in The Nonsense of Free Will, a book
described as "wonderfully clear - and very clever" by the New York Times bestselling author Sam Harris.
The Cruelty of Free Will starts by recapitulating the theme of the earlier book, but then goes on to develop it
in important ways. It asks two questions: why - and how - does free will belief persist so stubbornly?
Philosophers and others who try to uphold free will are guided less by reason than by their own (probably
unconscious) emotions. Blind to the fact that our everyday explanations of human behaviour are based, not
on free will, but on an unacknowledged determinism, they try to preserve the idea of free will by means of
sophistry and word-play. Their methods include a conjuring trick: that of replacing our common idea of free
will with some other concept which, though they call it by the same name, actually involves no freedom of
choice. Free will is thought to be a good thing and determinism a bad one, but Richard Oerton insists that
we've got this the wrong way round because belief in free will fosters ignorance and cruelty. It allows us to
think that those whose lives are bleak have only themselves to blame, and that criminals and other bad guys
are embodiments of self-created wickedness deserving of retributive punishment - whereas in reality, we are
all of us simply the products of biological and environmental luck. The Cruelty of Free Will asserts that
human beings belong to what is still a savage species with few inhibitions against harming one another, and
that we cling to the idea of free will mainly because it purports to justify the escape and expression of this
savagery.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Cruelty of Free Will. Try to the actual book The Cruelty of
Free Will as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Arthur Reaves:

This The Cruelty of Free Will tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Cruelty of Free Will can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Cruelty of Free
Will giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Norma Eberhart:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely The Cruelty
of Free Will.

Rudy Hendren:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The Cruelty of Free Will will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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