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In the latter half of the twentieth century, The American upper class has become less like an aristocracy
governing and guiding the nation and more like a caste, a privileged and closed body whose contribution to
national leadership has steadily declined. This loss of power and authority has been the focus of the work of
E. Digby Baltzell, whose 1964 work, The Protestant Establishment, analyzed the fate and function of a
predominantly Anglo-Saxon and Protestant upper class in an ethnically and religiously heterogeneous
democracy. After 27 years, Baltzell's theory of the structure and function of the establishment remains
unique in the literature of class stratification and authority.

Baltzell views an open and authoritative establishment as a necessary and desirable part of the process of
securing responsible leaders in a democratic society. Such an establishment is the product of upper-class
institutions that are open to talented individuals of varying ethnic and social backgrounds. The values of
upper-class tradition include an aristocratic ethos emphasizing the duty to lead, as opposed to the snobbish
ethos of caste that emphasizes only the right to privilege. Baltzell regards this as a protector of freedom in
modern democratic societies, guaranteeing rules of fair play in contests of power and opinion.

As Baltzell points out, historically, the alternatives to rule by establishments have been, rule by functionaries
and demogogues, neither of which has proven satisfactory in protecting freedoms. As against Marxists, who
see hegemony as a social evil, Baltzell, following Tocqueville, sees it as necessary to the well-being of
society. Hegemonic establishments give coherence to the social spheres of greatest contest. They do not
eliminate conflict, but prevent it from ripping society apart.

Baltzell's work provides uncommon insight into the relationship of social class and personal power in
contemporary America. This book will be of interest to sociologists, political scientists, historians of urban
life, and American studies specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

This book untitled The Protestant Establishment Revisited to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

William Medellin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Protestant Establishment Revisited why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Clifford Stoner:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Protestant Establishment Revisited provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Vickie Flores:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve The Protestant Establishment Revisited was filled regarding science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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