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In 1978, while collecting documentary photographs of the artists' community in Montparnasse from the first
decades of the century, Billy Klüver discovered that some previously unassociated photographs fell into
significant groupings. One group in particular, showing Picasso, Max Jacob, Moïse Kisling, Modigliani, and
others at the Café de la Rotonde and on Boulevard du Montparnasse, all seemed to have been taken on the
same day. The people were wearing the same clothes in each shot and had the same accessories. Their ties
were knotted the same way and their collars had the same wrinkles. A total of twenty-four
photographs—four rolls of film with six photographs each—were eventually found. With the challenge of
identifying the date, photographer, and circumstances, Klüver embarked on an inquiry that would illuminate
the minute texture of that time and place.

Biographical research into the subjects' lives led Klüver to focus on the summer of 1916 as the likely time
the photos were taken. He then measured buildings and plotted angles and lengths of shadows in the
photographs to narrow the time frame to a spread of three weeks. Further investigation eventually allowed
Klüver to identify the photographer as Jean Cocteau and to determine the day that Cocteau had taken the
photographs: August 12, 1916. A computer printout of the sun's positions on that date, obtained from the
Bureau des Longitudes, together with the length of the shadows, enabled Klver to calculate the time of day
of each photograph, and thus to put them in proper sequence.

In a tour de force of art historical research, Klüver then reconstructed a scenario of the events of the four
hours depicted in the photographs. With evocative attention to detail—noting when Picasso is no longer
carrying an envelope or Max Jacob has acquired a decoration in his lapel—Klüver recreates a single
afternoon in the lives of Picasso and friends, a group of remarkable people in early twentieth-century Paris.

Besides the central "portfolio" of photographs by Cocteau, the book contains additional photographs and
drawings, short biographies of all the subjects, and a historical section on the events and activities in the
Paris art world at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book A Day with Picasso was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve A Day
with Picasso is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book A
Day with Picasso. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Paul McKinney:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that A Day with Picasso book as
basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carol McElroy:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take A Day with Picasso as the daily resource information.

Joshua Atkins:

The book untitled A Day with Picasso contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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