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In reconstructing and interpreting rituals of supplication, Geoffrey Koziol here uncovers the dense meanings
of these most commonplace of all early medieval rituals. The author casts a wide net, comparing these rituals
in several regions of northern and western France to illuminate the complex changes in social relations and
political power in the tenth and eleventh centuries.

In medieval cultures, "supplication" was simply the act of prayer, an act that required a distinctive language
of entreaty accompanied gestures of humility, such as kneeling and prostration. Koziol shows that in tenth-
and eleventh-century France, prayer was an act of political honor as well as religious devotion, since the
language and gestures of prayer were used to address not only God but also earthly lords who claimed to rule
"by the grace of God."

Making subtle use of ethnological studies and using a remarkable range of sources, Koziol demonstrates that
supplication accurately reflected the complexities and paradoxes in contemporary attitudes toward
friendship, enmity, and political authority. And in documenting their regional variations, he shows that the
rituals of supplication, far from being routinized gestures insensitive to context, remained culturally
meaningful by adapting to the realities of different political and social communities. Original and richly
interdisciplinary, Begging Pardon and Favor is a major contribution to our understanding of medieval
political and religious culture.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled Begging Pardon and Favor: Ritual and Political Order in Early Medieval France? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Thomas Fleischmann:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Begging Pardon and Favor: Ritual and
Political Order in Early Medieval France book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Judge:

Often the book Begging Pardon and Favor: Ritual and Political Order in Early Medieval France has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Julia Watkins:

You can find this Begging Pardon and Favor: Ritual and Political Order in Early Medieval France by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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