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In Painting as an Art, which began as the 1984 Andrew Mellon Lectures at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C., philosopher Richard Wollheim transcended the boundaries and habits of both philosophy
and art history to produce a large, encompassing vision of viewing art. Wollheim had three great passions--
philosophy, psychology, art--and his work attempted to unify them into a theory of the experience of art. He
believed that unlocking the meaning of a painting involved retrieving, almost reenacting, the creative activity
that produced it.

In order to fully appreciate a work of art, Wollheim argued, critics must bring to the understanding of a work
of art a much richer conception of human psychology than they have in the past: "Many [critics] . . . make do
with a psychology that, if they tried to live their lives by it, would leave them at the end of an ordinary day
without lovers, friends, or any insight into how this came about." Many reviewers have remarked on the
insightfulness of the book's final chapter, in which Wollheim contended that certain paintings by Titian,
Bellini, de Kooning, and others represent the painters' attempts to project fantasies about the human body
onto the canvas.

Reviewing the book in the Los Angeles Times, Daniel A. Herwitz asserted that Wollheim had "done no less
than recover for psychology its obvious and irresistible place in the explanation of what is most profound and
subtle about paintings."
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

This book untitled Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Duane Harden:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Painting as
an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This
is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Angela Bauer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Christopher Jorge:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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