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Born in Australia, Shirley Hazzard first moved to Naples as a young woman in the 1950s to take up a job
with the United Nations. It was the beginning of a long love affair with the city. The Ancient Shore collects
the best of Hazzard’s writings on Naples, along with a classic New Yorker essay by her late husband, Francis
Steegmuller. For the pair, both insatiable readers, the Naples of Pliny, Gibbon, and Auden is constantly alive
to them in the present.

With Hazzard as our guide, we encounter Henry James, Oscar Wilde, and of course Goethe, but Hazzard’s
concern is primarily with the Naples of our own time—often violently unforgiving to innocent tourists, but
able to transport the visitor who attends patiently to its rhythms and history. A town shadowed by both the
symbol and the reality of Vesuvius can never fail to acknowledge the essential precariousness of life—nor,
as the lover of Naples discovers, the human compassion, generosity, and friendship that are necessary to
sustain it.

Beautifully illustrated by photographs from such masters as Henri Cartier-Bresson and Herbert List, The
Ancient Shore is a lyrical letter to a lifelong love: honest and clear-eyed, yet still fervently, endlessly
enchanted.

“Much larger than all its parts, this book does full justice to a place, and a time, where ‘nothing was pristine,
except the light.’”—Bookforum

“Deep in the spell of Italy, Hazzard parses the difference between visiting and living and working in a
foreign country. She writes with enormous eloquence and passion of the beauty of getting lost in a
place.”—Susan Slater Reynolds, Los Angeles Times

 

“The two voices join in exquisite harmony. . . . A lovely book.”—Booklist, starred review
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Ancient Shore:
Dispatches from Naples to read.

Joyce Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples book is readable by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The Ancient
Shore: Dispatches from Naples content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Angela Souther:

The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Ancient Shore:
Dispatches from Naples yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Clements:

This The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Ancient Shore:
Dispatches from Naples can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-



book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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