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In The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz, author Ephraim Kanarfogel
challenges the dominant perception that medieval Ashkenazic rabbinic scholarship was lacking in
intellectualism or broad scholarly interests. While cultural interaction between Jews and Christians in
western Europe was less than that of Sephardic Jews, Kanarfogel's study shows that the intellectual interests
of Ashkenazic rabbinic figures were much broader than Talmudic studies alone.

Kanarfogel begins by highlighting several factors that have contributed to relatively narrow perceptions of
Ashkenazic rabbinic culture and argues that the Tosafists, and Ashkenazic rabbinic scholarship more
generally, advocated a wide definition of the truths that could be discovered through Torah study. He
explores differences in talmudic and halakhic studies between the Tosafist centers of northern France and
Germany, delves into aspects of biblical interpretation in each region, and identifies important Tosafists and
rabbinic figures. Kanarfogel also examines the composition of liturgical poetry (piyyut) by Tosafists, interest
in forms of (white) magic and mysticism on the part of a number of northern French Tosafists, and a
spectrum of views on the question of anthropomorphism and messianism.

Overall, Kanarfogel demonstrates that the approach taken by Tosafists was broader, more open, and more
multi-disciplinary than previously considered. Medieval and Jewish history scholars will appreciate
Kanarfogel's volume, which is the culmination of several decades of research on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval
Ashkenaz book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Intellectual
History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

George Foulds:

This The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Intellectual History and Rabbinic
Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of
Medieval Ashkenaz giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Olsen:

The book with title The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

James Garza:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Intellectual History
and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Intellectual History and Rabbinic



Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz become your own starter.
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