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The Murthly Hours consists of two parts: a book of hours of the end of the thirteenth century preceded by
twenty-three slightly earlier miniatures of Old and New Testament scenes surviving from another book,
probably a psalter. It is therefore one of the earliest books of hours, written before the greater standardization
of text and decoration during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The book was a special commission and
reflects the interests and devotions of its first owner, a lady apparently from the Worcester area whose
portrait appears in one of the initials. The choice of feasts in the calendar and the choice of saints invoked in
the litany reflects the owner's taste. They show how the book was used and can tell us something about
secular devotions and literacy among the aristocracy in England and the West of Scotland in the later Middle
Ages. The book also contains the second oldest surviving pieces of Gaelic which can be said with certainty
to have been written in Scotland rather than in Ireland. They were written phonetically by someone not
trained to write Gaelic and one piece has been identified as a form of charm.

John Higgitt recounts the provenance of this magnificent work of medieval art and its recent rediscovery and
purchase by the National Library of Scotland. He discusses the writing, decoration, and style of illumination
and the particular influence of the Paris school on the manuscript artists. The author presents the first
interpretive study which will be of interest to historians of art, liturgy, and medieval literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Richardson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library
Studies in Medieval Culture), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Henry Taylor:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West
(British Library Studies in Medieval Culture).

Margo Soares:

The book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West
(British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Robert Polk:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris,
England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) this book consist a lot of the



information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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