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Brilliant Plumage, Exquisite Technique: An unsurpassed monument in the history of scientific
illustration
Edward Lear may be best known for his nonsense verse, but in his early years he excelled as an illustrator
of birds and reptiles. This set of 42 hand-colored lithographs, originally entitled Illustrations of the Family of
Psittacidae, or Parrots, was the finest achievement of his relatively brief career as a natural history
draftsman, before failing eyesight led him to concentrate on his writing.

During Lear’s time, live parrots were rare and much sought-after, bought and sold for large sums by wealthy
amateurs of natural history, and prized by 19th century European aristocracy for their astonishing plumage
and mimickry of the human voice. Naturally, fine drawings of them were also highly prized. One of the first
collections entirely dedicated to the species, Parrots includes African, Australian, and American parrots bred
by eminent ornithologists such as Sir William Jardine and Prideaux John Selby, who sponsored Lear,
inspiring and directing his work. Unlike other avian illustrators who often worked with stuffed birds, the
young and prodigiously talented Lear (1812–1888) made his drawings from live parrots, capturing their
expressions and movements in remarkably lifelike illustrations. The new medium of hand-colored
lithography facilitated the vivid elegance of Lear’s work.

This exquisite collection was originally reproduced in only 175 precious sets and sold by subscription to
Britain’s most eminent scholars and wealthy collectors of living parrots. The Psittacidae established Lear
as a celebrated illustrator, and professor of drawing to the young Queen Victoria. With a brief zoological
introduction and written descriptions of each bird, TASCHEN’s perfect reprint brings Lear’s parrots
back to life for all to admire.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Self:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets:
The Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches.

James Collins:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les
Perroquets: The Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ella McCoy:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The
Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Francis Corder:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les
Perroquets: The Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Parrots,
Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches become your
personal starter.
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