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This book explores the extraordinary hold that Hebrew has had on Jews and Christians, who have invested it
with a symbolic power far beyond that of any other language in history. Preserved by the Jews across two
millennia, Hebrew endured long after it ceased to be a mother tongue, resulting in one of the most intense
textual cultures ever known. It was a bridge to Greek and Arab science. It unlocked the biblical sources for
Jerome and the Reformation. Kabbalists and humanists sought philosophical truth in it, and Colonial
Americans used it to shape their own Israelite political identity. Today, it is the first language of millions of
Israelis.

The Story of Hebrew takes readers from the opening verses of Genesis—which seemingly describe the
creation of Hebrew itself—to the reincarnation of Hebrew as the everyday language of the Jewish state.
Lewis Glinert explains the uses and meanings of Hebrew in ancient Israel and its role as a medium for
wisdom and prayer. He describes the early rabbis' preservation of Hebrew following the Babylonian exile,
the challenges posed by Arabic, and the prolific use of Hebrew in Diaspora art, spirituality, and science.
Glinert looks at the conflicted relationship Christians had with Hebrew from the Renaissance to the Counter-
Reformation, the language's fatal rivalry with Yiddish, the dreamers and schemers that made modern Hebrew
a reality, and how a lost pre-Holocaust textual ethos is being renewed today by Orthodox Jews.

A major work of scholarship, The Story of Hebrew is an unforgettable account of what one language has
meant to those possessing it.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

This book untitled The Story of Hebrew (Library of Jewish Ideas) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Benjamin Holmes:

Often the book The Story of Hebrew (Library of Jewish Ideas) has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

James Drake:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Story of Hebrew
(Library of Jewish Ideas), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Eliza Gold:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The Story of Hebrew (Library of Jewish Ideas).
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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