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Using both Confucian texts and the work of American pragmatist John Dewey, this book offers a distinctly
Confucian model of democracy.

Through a detailed study of relevant concepts and theories in Confucianism and John Dewey’s pragmatist
philosophy, this book illustrates the possibility of Confucian democracy and offers an alternative to Western
liberal models. Sor-hoon Tan synthesizes the two philosophies through a comparative examination of
individuals and community, democratic ideals of equality and freedom, and the nature of ethical and political
order. By constructing a model of Confucian democracy that combines the strengths of both Confucianism
and Deweyan pragmatism, this book explores how a premodern tradition could be put in dialogue with
contemporary political and philosophical theories.

“…this book is well written and persuasively argued.” — Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy

“Globalization is now a buzzword that may well be dying the slow death of a lack of meaning brought on by
overuse. In Confucian Democracy … Sor-hoon Tan offers a brilliant essay in comparative philosophy that
single-handedly restores depth, nuance, and importance to this still key concept. She does so through a
meticulous engagement with the best of scholarship on Confucius and Dewey, and in the process she also
uncovers new layers of significance in the works of these two giants of thought. All in all her book is a
remarkable achievement and one that will prove invaluable as the meaning of ‘global philosophy’ evolves
over the coming decades.” — Philosophy East & West

“…Tan’s Deweyan reconstruction of Confucianism proves to be a very fruitful and stimulating dialogue
between East and West. Her definition of Confucian democracy, the similarities and differences she
identifies from Confucianism and Deweyan pragmatism, and the ways she suggests for reconstructing
Confucianism are significant contributions to the comparative study of Confucian and Deweyan
philosophies, and they have ‘practical cash value’ for the reconstruction of current Asian societies.” —
Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society

"Extremely well-written and clear, this is an exemplary illustration of modern comparative philosophy. The
whole question of whether or not there can be something we call a ‘Confucian Democracy’ is an extremely
lively academic and political issue these days. Tan does an excellent job defining democracy and
Confucianism with a balanced discussion between Dewey and various classical Chinese thinkers." — John
Berthrong, author of All Under Heaven: Transforming Paradigms in Confucian-Christian Dialogue

"Tan’s remarkable interweaving of Confucius and Dewey has both the practical cash value Dewey would
insist upon and the carefully wrought authoritative texture Confucius would expect. She has written a
wonderfully insightful and stimulating book." — George Allan, author of The Patterns of the Present:
Interpreting the Authority of Form
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Confucian Democracy: A Deweyan
Reconstruction (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture (Paperback)).

Henry Robinson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Confucian Democracy: A Deweyan Reconstruction (Suny
Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) as
the daily resource information.

James Yancey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Confucian
Democracy: A Deweyan Reconstruction (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Confucian Democracy: A Deweyan Reconstruction (Suny Series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback))is the one of several
books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with
this book.

Terry Brown:

The particular book Confucian Democracy: A Deweyan Reconstruction (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) has a lot of knowledge on it. So



when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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